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• Due diligence basics
• Startup legal issues
• Venture capital financing

• Primer on data gathering

• Conversations  with  
    management
• Financial analysis
• Market research
• Subject matter expert   
    consultation

• Presentation to BRV Fund    
   Managers 
• Drafting of term sheet

• Legal review 

• Negotiation of deal terms
• Completion of investment  
   and shareholder agreement

Leveraging the Resources of Cornell in Ithaca and NYC

BR Venture Fund (BRV) is one of a handful of student-run seed stage venture capital funds in 
the nation. Governed by eight second-year MBA students and supported by a network of nearly 
50 first-year Associates, faculty, notable alumni  and venture partnerships, BRV’s investments 
are evaluated, executed, and exited entirely by students. The fund currently has $1.6 million 
assets under management, and employs an evergreen structure in which realized returns 
are reinvested continually. This structure allows BRV to support, nurture, and contribute to its 
portfolio companies through both investment and unique consulting projects. BRV invests up 
to $250,000 in US-based companies across all industries, and its position on Cornell’s campus 
provides proprietary deal flow, providing the fund unique access to unique promising ventures 
and technology.

Providing Students with Hands-On VC Experience

Streamlined Due Diligence and Investment Process

Funding Next Generation Entrepreneurs

Cornell Venture Challenge (CVC) is Cornell University’s prestigious business plan competition that takes place during the 
Entrepreneurship@Cornell Celebration Event and is open to teams with New York State or Cornell University affiliation. CVC 
has been organized and sponsored by BRV since 2009.

 • Over 300 business plans submitted
 • 30 teams have presented at CVC
 • Over $150k awarded to early-stage startups
 • Distinguished BRV alumni serve as judges

 Training Due Diligence
Investment                
Recommendation Deal Completion

500
members since 
BRV inception

100+
applications 

received in 2014

100+
deals analyzed 

annually

3
annual 

investments, 
on average

4
annual consulting 

projects, on 
average



Adding Value to Portfolio Companies

Diverse Portfolio Companies Span Industries

Financial Investments
Providing capital integral to Seed and 
Series A investment needs, BRV looks 
to invest $25K-$250K in promising 
ventures.

Drawing on the best of Cornell 
Portfolio companies have access to the 
resources of Cornell across the leading 
departments in Medicine, Engineering 
and the Office of Technology Transfer.   
In addition, firms in which BRV has 
invested can also capitalize on globally 
renowned subject matter experts.

More than financial resources
BRV Associates come from diverse 
pre-MBA career backgrounds spanning 
engineering, finance, medicine, law, 
sustainability, and entrepreneurship.  
Portfolio companies can benefit from 
consulting projects, which in the past 
have focused on customer development, 
growth strategies.

Founded in 2001, BR Venture Fund is one of the oldest student-run seed stage venture capital funds in the nation. Working with 
BRV provides  expansive benefits within Johnson and Cornell at-large:

BRV Portfolio Companies

Successful Exits

the nation’s only student-run venture fund

NovaSterilis develops supercritical carbon dioxide as a 
solvent that allows the biomedical community to achieve 
sterilization without compromising product integrity

FreeATM replaces old ATM technology with digital 
advertising-enabled surcharge-free ATMs

FunnelFire is a sales-intelligence SaaS product that 
aggregates data from across the web into a cohesive 
sales dashboard

GNS Healthcare applies machine learning and 
simulation technology to optimize patient treatment in 
partnership with external parties

Venga is a guest management system for restaurants 
that combines transaction data with customer profiles 
to provide targeted feedback, marketing, and analytics

Medical Care Corporation specializes in developing 
technologies for physicians to precisely measure and 
monitor of cognitive performance

ProofPilot is a new platform that makes online research 
studies fast to set up and easy to manage, at a fraction 
of the cost

Appinions provides a SaaS influence marketing 
platform that enables B2B clients to understand 
the sources and distribution of attention on the web

SightSpeed developed the first high quality, cost-effective and 
easy-to-use video conferencing solution for businesses.  BRV 
exited through strategic acquisition by Logitech.

Pacific Biosciences conducts, monitors and analyzes 
single molecule, real-time sequencing reactions in the 
study of biological systems. BRV exited through an IPO.

Industry Partnership Program

BRV serves as the gateway to Cornell technologies in providing its investment partners unique access to new innovations. 
With 13 colleges and schools and more than 100 research centers and programs, Cornell ranks 11th among U.S. universities 
in total R&D expenditures and 18th in federally financed research and development.  The Cornell community produces more 
than 200 patentable ideas each year showing clear value to a partnership with BRV. Current partners of BRV include:



For more information, please contact us at
 info@BRVentureFund.com

www.BRVentureFund.com


